
October 16, 2023

 
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.  20500
 
 
Dear President Biden:
 
Thank you for your unwavering support for the State of Israel and commitment to its security 
and stability. We appreciate Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin’s announcement to direct the 
USS Gerald R. Ford Carrier Strike Group to the Eastern Mediterranean. We support any 
additional Administration measures to ensure Israel has every tool available to defeat radical 
terror.
 
We are writing at a time of immense difficulty and sorrow for Israel and the Jewish people with a
desire to reaffirm our support for the U.S.-Israel alliance at a moment when our ally depends on 
American support the most. The United States must stand ready to provide Israel with the 
resources she needs to defend herself, and stand by her until every hostage, including American 
citizens, are returned home and Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and others complicit are 
decisively defeated. We are already beginning to see calls in some circles for de-escalation. 
Premature de-escalation would be a victory for the terrorists, and allow them to continue to 
threaten Israeli civilians with future attacks. 

As you have said, “Israel has the right to defend itself and its people, full stop.” We remain 
committed to increasing American security assistance for critical technologies including the Iron 
Dome to preserve Israel’s safety. Congress will support additional measures to replenish and 
release stockpiles of American ammunition stored in Israel to use during this national 
emergency, including offensive munitions key to assuring Israel’s success. It is essential to 
America’s national security.

Iran must be held fully accountable for its continued role in funding Hamas and Islamic terror. 
We urge the Administration to take all necessary steps to cut off Iranian funding sources. This 
includes maximum enforcement of all U.S. sanctions, and taking any and all steps to end Iran’s 
oil trade to China, which currently brings in $150 million per day in revenue. On October 18, UN
ballistic missile sanctions will expire under the terms of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). This cannot be allowed to happen. We urge your Administration to work with our 
European allies to immediately implement snapback sanctions on Iran at the UN Security 
Council.



The United States must also put significant pressure on Qatar and Türkiye to cease their support 
for Hamas and expel Hamas leadership that they host. Ismail Haniyeh, the leader behind Hamas’ 
deadliest-ever attack on Israel, sits comfortably in Qatar, a U.S. strategic partner in 
CENTCOM’s Area of Responsibility.  The country’s links to Hamas and recent statement 
blaming Israel for the ongoing war are simply unacceptable. Türkiye, a NATO ally, also 
continues to house Hamas leadership and provide both diplomatic and financial support to the 
organization. Both Qatar and Türkiye should cease all ties with Hamas, and continue to work 
with the United States to stabilize the region.

Israel has no greater ally than the United States. We thank you for your ongoing efforts to bring 
critical help to Israel as it endures one of the deadliest periods in its history. Congress stands 
ready to provide Israel with the support it needs. The devastation, destruction, and war waged 
against Israel is an affront to our ironclad, bipartisan relationship with the Jewish State, our 
closest ally in the Middle East.

Sincerely,

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Claudia Tenney
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Michael Waltz
Member of Congress



Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Nicholas A. Langworthy
Member of Congress

David Kustoff
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Rudy Yakym III
Member of Congress

Charles J. "Chuck" 
Fleischmann
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Jake Ellzey
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress



Max L. Miller
Member of Congress

María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Juan Ciscomani
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Henry Cuellar
Member of Congress

Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress



Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

Wiley Nickel
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Nick LaLota
Member of Congress

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Ed Case
Member of Congress



Andy Barr
Member of Congress

Thomas H. Kean, Jr. 
Member of Congress

Tim Burchett
Member of Congress

Marcus J. Molinaro
Member of Congress

Ben Cline
Member of Congress

Mike Flood
Member of Congress

Anthony D'Esposito
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Jason Smith
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress



Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Kelly Armstrong
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Patrick K. Ryan
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

French Hill
Member of Congress

John R. Moolenaar
Member of Congress

Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
Member of Congress

Michael Guest
Member of Congress



Blake D. Moore
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Jodey C. Arrington
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

David Rouzer
Member of Congress



Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jen A. Kiggans
Member of Congress

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Brad Finstad
Member of Congress

Doug Lamborn
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Randy Feenstra
Member of Congress



Trent Kelly
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Steny H. Hoyer
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Ryan K. Zinke
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress



Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Barry Loudermilk
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Dusty Johnson
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress



Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

August Pfluger
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

James C. Moylan
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Kathy Manning
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress



Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Michael V. Lawler
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Roger Williams
Member of Congress

John James
Member of Congress


