
 

Headwaters Protection Act 
Sponsored by: Rep. Jim Costa (CA-21) 

Background: 
The 2018 Farm Bill authorized the Water Source Protection Program (WSPP), an innovative 
program that was designed to foster public/private partnerships between agricultural producers, 
businesses, cities, and the U.S. Forest Service to improve forest and watershed health. However, 
the program was never appropriated for and had significant flaws that resulted in very little 
private-sector investment. 
 
The Headwaters Protection Act would reform the WSPP to boost private sector participation by 
reducing bureaucratic hurdles and increasing federal investment. These investments would 
reduce wildfire risk, improve watershed health, and benefit downstream communities. 
 
Summary: 

• Reauthorizes the WSPP at $30,000,000 annually from 2024-2028.  
o WSPP is currently authorized at $10,000,000 and the program was never appropriated 

for. 

• Expands the list of eligible lands and entities. 
o Partners would now include small ditch companies, acequias, wastewater treatment 

providers, and community land grants. Adjacent and nearby non-federal lands within 
a watershed would be eligible as well. 

• Reduces the non-federal match requirement from 50% to 20%. 
o Lowers the threshold for smaller private sector companies to engage in public/private 

partnerships. 

• Waives the requirement of a new plan under the WSPP program.  
o Allows existing Watershed Restoration Action Plans (WRAPs) completed under the 

Watershed Condition Framework (WCF) to be considered.  
▪ This cuts down on duplicative application materials and red tape. 

• Establishes clear priorities that program funding should be aquatic-focused efforts, designed 
to complement broader forest restoration/wildfire risk reduction efforts. 

• Clarifies that the bill will not supersede state, local, or federal water rights. Nor will it authorize 
any acquisition of land by the federal government.  

 
For more information: please contact Jack West (jack.west@mail.house.gov) in Rep. Costa’s office. 
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