
March 10, 2025

President Donald Trump The Honorable Gavin Newsom
White House Governor, State of California
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 1303 10th St., Suite 1173
Washington, D.C. 20500 Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear President Trump and Governor Newsom,

To further advance efforts to build a more sustainable and durable future for California’s long-
standing water challenges, we write today to urge you both to work collaboratively in addressing 
the Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley Project (CVP) and State Water Project (SWP). 
As efforts are undertaken to implement President Trump’s January 24th Executive Order, we urge
continued and transparent collaboration to stem off regulatory uncertainties and help provide a 
more resilient and stable future for California water.

The history of California water has been an everlasting story of controversy and complexity. 
Since the Obama Administration, biological opinions associated with the Long-Term Operations 
of the Central Valley Project and the State Water Project have gone through multiple re-
consultations, leading to a regulatory ping-pong in each subsequent administration. The re-
consulted biological opinions have consistently been litigated, which has led to court-ordered 
mandates and operating procedures. Such procedures have led to a lack of certainty and pose 
lasting adverse effects on the stability of reliable water supply for agriculture, municipal, and 
environmental uses.

Rather than engage in years of endless litigation, our desire is that through collaborative efforts 
we can work together to incorporate a common-sense regulatory structure that promotes 
solutions that better capture water through increased storage and enhanced conveyance 
infrastructure. This regulatory structure should strike an appropriate balance between species 
protection and water supply, supported by sufficient adaptive management to respond to both 
new science and changing weather conditions. Implementing these changes will help further 
major storage projects such as Sites Reservoir and the raise of B.F. Sisk Dam, which will create 
millions of additional acre-feet of water that are critical for dry years.

These policies are evident in Governor Newsom’s Executive Order that calls for the Department 
of Water Resources to “maximize diversion of excess flows that become available as a result of 
the anticipated winter storms” for storage.1 This Executive Order, in addition to President 
Trump’s Executive Order to maximize water deliveries is a strong step forward towards 
incorporating more adaptive management that are backed by science and increase resiliency 
against prolonged drought conditions.2 More actions can be taken, and we urge you both to 
continue to work with local water stakeholders to alleviate regulatory concerns related to clean 
water permitting, issues related to maximizing pumping and yield and ensuring that strong 

1 Gov. Gavin Newsom, Executive Order N-16-25, Jan. 31, 2025.
2 Pres. Donald Trump, Executive Order 14181, Jan. 24, 2025.



allocations continue to be released for South-of-Delta agricultural water service and repayment 
contractors. 

These Executive Orders represent an opportunity to engage as a collective to help shape more 
predictable and efficacious regulations. Such regulations must incorporate policies that allow for 
adaptive management and more certainty for agriculture, municipal, and environmental needs. 
We are hopeful that these Executive Orders will provide a path forward on this critical issue. 
Thus, we urge you to continue to work in a collaborative manner to help shape a more fruitful 
and resilient future in California water. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Adam Gray
Member of Congress


