
June 12, 2023

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House Democratic Leader
U.S House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker McCarthy and Democratic Leader Jeffries:

Thank you for your long-standing support of the Special Diabetes Program (SDP), an 
essential resource in our nation’s investment in diabetes research, treatment, education, and 
prevention programs. We write today to ask for your continued commitment to this program by 
ensuring its reauthorization prior to its expiration this September. 

Diabetes is our country’s most expensive chronic disease in both human and economic 
terms, affecting people of all ages, races, and in every region of our country.1 It is a leading cause
of heart disease and stroke.2 Additionally, it is the number one cause of kidney disease, blindness
in working-age adults, and lower-limb amputations.2,3,4 Approximately one in four healthcare 
dollars and one in three Medicare dollars are spent treating people with diabetes.2,5 The total cost 
of diagnosed diabetes in the United States in 2017 was $327 billion, with $237 billion spent on 
direct medical costs and another $90 billion on reduced productivity.2 Medical expenditures for 
individuals diagnosed with diabetes are roughly 2.3 times higher than expenditures for those 
without the disease.2 

Overall, the economic costs of diabetes, adjusted for inflation, increased by 26 percent 
from 2012 to 2017, and these costs are expected to increase as the number of people with 
diabetes continues to grow.2 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
National Diabetes Statistics Report, an estimated 1.4 million new cases of diabetes (5.9 per 1,000
persons) were diagnosed among U.S. adults in 2019.1 

While the increase in these statistics is very concerning, the Special Diabetes Program is 
making meaningful progress. The Special Diabetes Program is comprised of two partner 
components: the Special Statutory Funding Program for Type 1 Diabetes Research (SDP) and 
the Special Diabetes Program for Indians (SDPI). Since the program’s inception, it has delivered 
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5 Gold, Marsha, Sc.D., Ronette Briefel, Dr.P.H., R.D., and The MPR Study Team. Study of Federal Spending on Diabetes:
An Opportunity for Change. Report. Mathematica Policy Research, 2007.



meaningful and impactful resources and research breakthroughs for the 37 million Americans 
with diabetes and 96 million with prediabetes, as well as their loved ones who are impacted by 
the disease.6 It is essential that we continue to invest in the research necessary to develop a cure 
for diabetes, as well as support the programs that help prevent and treat the disease and its 
complications. 

The SDP funds research that leads directly to the development of new insights and 
therapies that improve the lives of those with diabetes, and accelerating progress towards curing 
and preventing the disease. Likewise, the SDPI has a significant and positive impact on the 
health of American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN), who are disproportionately affected by 
type 2 diabetes (T2D).1 The SDPI is making it possible to develop and sustain quality diabetes 
treatment and prevention programs in AI/AN communities where they are most needed, and for 
the first time, diabetes prevalence in AI/AN adults decreased, dropping from 15.4% in 2013 to 
14.6% in 2017.7 

Some notable developments from the SDP and SDPI include:

 Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) Prevention:  Landmark research conducted by SDP-funded 
TrialNet demonstrated for the first time ever that early preventative treatment with a 
drug targeting the immune system delayed onset of clinical T1D for two years.8,9 This
drug was recently approved by the FDA and is the first ever disease modifying 
therapy for T1D. Further, a truly groundbreaking 15-year study of 8,600 children is 
currently ongoing to determine what environmental factors influence the onset of 
T1D. Researchers believe that, by identifying specific triggering factors, new 
strategies can be developed to prevent the initial onset of the disease. 

 Diabetes Prevention in the AI/AN Community: Communities with SDPI-funded 
programs have seen substantial growth in diabetes prevention resources, including 
more than doubling the number of on-site nutrition services, physical activity and 
weight management specialists for adults, and an exponential increase of sites with 
physical activity services for youth. For the first time, from 2013 to 2017 diabetes 
incidence in AI/ANs decreased each year.7  In short, SDPI has been one of the most 
successful programs ever created to reduce the incidence of and complications from 
T2D.  

6 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Diabetes Statistics Report website. 
https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/data/statistics-report/index.html.
7 "Special Diabetes Program for Indians 2020 Report to Congress. Changing the Course of Diabetes: Charting Remarkable
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 Artificial Pancreas (AP) Systems  :  SDP-funded research laid early groundwork for 
developing AP systems, which are proven to reduce costly and burdensome T1D 
complications and improve the quality of life for those with the disease.10 SDP funds 
led to the first fully automated insulin-dosing system being made available to patients
in 2017, some 5-7 years earlier than expected. Positive results from clinical trials 
since then have led to another FDA-approved AP system and next-generation AP 
devices that have outperformed first-generation devices in adolescents and young 
adults.11 According to one study, the use of AP systems in adults could save Medicare 
roughly $1 billion over 25 years.12

 Kidney Disease  :  Researchers have discovered that 6.5 years of intensive blood 
glucose control can cut in half the onset of impaired kidney function in people with 
T1D.13 This reduction in end-stage renal disease could save Medicare roughly $126 
billion over 25 years. Also remarkable, between 1996 and 2013, incidence rates of 
end-stage renal disease (ESRD) in AI/AN individuals with diabetes declined by 54 
percent.14  This reduction alone already saved an estimated $520 million between 
2006-2015.15

 Eye Therapies  :  SDP-funded research discovered that combining a drug with laser 
therapy can reverse vision loss in people living with diabetes.10 The SDP also filled a 
critical research gap by funding a head-to-head comparison of three drugs for the 
treatment of diabetic eye disease. The results are helping patients, clinicians, and 
insurers identify the right therapy and course of treatment for each individual 
person.10 Since the creation of this program, diabetic eye disease rates have decreased 
by more than 50% for AI/ANs, resulting in a reduction of vision loss and blindness 
among AI/AN patients.7 Furthermore, if all patients with T2D receive the 
recommended screenings and treatment for eye disease, it would lead to an estimated 
annual savings of $472.1 million for the federal budget, and 94,304 person-years of 
sight. Each additional person enrolled in screenings  generates an estimated cost 

10 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. National Institutes of Health. Special Statutory Funding Program for 
Type 1 Diabetes Research: Progress Report. Bethesda, MD: National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases, 2016.
11 Bergenstal RM, Nimri R, Beck RW, et al. A comparison of two hybrid closed-loop systems in adolescents and young 
adults with type 1 diabetes (FLAIR): a multicentre, randomised, crossover trial. Lancet. 2021;397(10270):208-219. 
doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(20)32514-9.
12 O’Grady, Michael J., Priya John, and Aaron Winn. “Substantial Medicare Savings May Result If Insurers Cover 
‘Artificial Pancreas’ Sooner for Diabetes Patients.”  Health Affairs 31, no. 8 (2012): 1822-829. 
doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2011.1052.
13 The Diabetes Control and Complications Trial Research Group. The effect of intensive treatment of diabetes on the 
development and progression of long-term complications in insulin dependent diabetes mellitus. The New England 
Journal of Medicine.1993;329(14):977–986. doi:10.1056/NEJM199309303291401.
14 Bullock A, Burrows NR, Narva AS, et al. Vital Signs: Decrease in Incidence of Diabetes-Related End-Stage Renal 
Disease among American Indians/Alaska Natives — United States, 1996–2013. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2017; 
66:26-32. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6601e1.
15 Department of Health and Human Services, Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation. “The Special 
Diabetes Program for Indians: Estimates of Medicare Savings.” May 2019. 
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savings of $975, even when the federal government is responsible for all associated 
costs.16

 Glucose Control  :  The average blood sugar level, as measured by the hemoglobin 
A1C test, decreased from 9.0 percent in 1996 to 8.1 percent in 2014 in the AI/AN 
population. Every percentage point drop in A1C results can reduce the risk of eye, 
kidney, and nerve complications by up to 40 percent.17 

 Reductions in Hospitalizations  : Hospitalizations for AI/AN due to uncontrolled 
diabetes dropped by 84 percent in 2015 – from 57.9 hospitalizations per 100,000 to 
9.4 per 100,000 adults.7 It is expected that this contributed to significant savings in 
healthcare costs.

The Special Diabetes Program improves the lives of the over 133 million Americans 
living with or at-risk of developing diabetes, while also greatly reducing the long-term healthcare
expenditures related to its complications. For these reasons, further investment in these vital 
programs is essential to continue outreach and education, plan next steps for research programs, 
and effectively allocate research resources – all of which play an important role in helping to 
better treat, prevent, and ultimately cure diabetes. 

Thanks to your leadership, both components of the Special Diabetes Program continue to 
receive strong bipartisan support. We look forward to working together to ensure that the SDP 
and SDPI continue to function as critical components of the national strategy to address T1D 
research and diabetes in the AI/AN communities. 

Sincerely,

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress

16 Indian Health Service. Cost Basis- IHS Joslin Vision Network Teleophthalmology Program. 
https://www.ihs.gov/teleophthalmology/costbasis/.
17 Diabetes Control and Complications Trial Research Group. The absence of a glycemic threshold for the development of 
long-term complications. Diabetes. 1996; 45:1289-1298. 
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Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Dusty Johnson
Member of Congress
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Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Gregorio Kilili Camacho 
Sablan
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Eric A. "Rick" Crawford
Member of Congress

Lauren Underwood
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Michael Guest
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Marcus J. Molinaro
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Nick LaLota
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Robert J. Wittman
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress
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Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Nancy Mace
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

John R. Moolenaar
Member of Congress

William R. Timmons, IV
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Tom Cole
Member of Congress

Robert E. Latta
Member of Congress
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Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress

Mike Kelly
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Rudy Yakym III
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Larry Bucshon, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

John H. Rutherford
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress
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Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress

Anthony D'Esposito
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Mike Rogers
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Yadira Caraveo, M.D.
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress
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Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

W. Gregory Steube
Member of Congress

Derek Kilmer
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Dan Crenshaw
Member of Congress

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress
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John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Bruce Westerman
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress
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C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

Patrick T. McHenry
Member of Congress

Chuck Edwards
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Jen A. Kiggans
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Rick W. Allen
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

Sam Graves
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Debbie Lesko
Member of Congress
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Josh Harder
Member of Congress

David Rouzer
Member of Congress

Max L. Miller
Member of Congress

Colin Z. Allred
Member of Congress

Bryan Steil
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Mike Gallagher
Member of Congress

Mike Carey
Member of Congress

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Dale W. Strong
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Jack Bergman
Member of Congress
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María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Mariannette Miller-Meeks, 
M.D.
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Marie Gluesenkamp Perez
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Brad Finstad
Member of Congress

Mike Bost
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Jerry L. Carl
Member of Congress

Aumua Amata Coleman 
Radewagen
Member of Congress

Troy Balderson
Member of Congress

Jeff Jackson
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Daniel Meuser
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress
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Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Dean Phillips
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

Mark E. Amodei
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Mario Diaz-Balart
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Mike Ezell
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Brandon WIlliams
Member of Congress
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Ann McLane Kuster
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Diana Harshbarger
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Trent Kelly
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Matt Cartwright
Member of Congress

Jason Smith
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

David Schweikert
Member of Congress

David P. Joyce
Member of Congress
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Robert B. Aderholt
Member of Congress

Charles J. "Chuck" 
Fleischmann
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

James E. Clyburn
Member of Congress

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

Jeff Duncan
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Mary Sattler Peltola
Member of Congress

Ryan K. Zinke
Member of Congress

Michael K. Simpson
Member of Congress

Steve Womack
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Ken Calvert
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress
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John Joyce, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
Member of Congress

Lloyd Smucker
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Michelle Steel
Member of Congress

Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Wiley Nickel
Member of Congress

Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Andy Barr
Member of Congress

Glenn Grothman
Member of Congress

Randy Feenstra
Member of Congress

Blaine Luetkemeyer
Member of Congress
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Russell Fry
Member of Congress

French Hill
Member of Congress

Richard Hudson
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack
Member of Congress
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